
8 | N E W N A N - C O W E T A  M A G A Z I N E

very writer I know kicks off the new year with a

game plan for writing.  Maybe they want to

write a memoir , or sell an article to a new

magazine, or finish that novel.

Frankly , IÕm weary of ÒresolvingÓ that IÕm

going to write a novel each year  Ñ IÕve never finished

one, and never been very happy with those IÕve

started Ñ so this year IÕm going a different route. IÕm

aiming to write 10 minutes a day. ThatÕs 10 simple

minutes a day on my own creative writing, not writing

I am being paid to do or that IÕve promised someone

else.

Anybody should be able to spare 10 minutes a

day, right?

I know from a lifetime of sharpening my

procrastination skills this wonÕt be as easy as it

sounds. The year promises to be full of news from

across the pond about the Royal Family , and I am

glued to the Today Show if I so much as hear a

Windsor will be whispered about. Some days, this

may mean choosing between my 10 minutes of

writing or 10 minutes of Royal-watching.

This year also sees the kickoff of the next

presidential election cycle. Now , presidential politics is

my sport of choice, and I am already so excited about

the Barack Obama vs. Hillary Clinton possibilities I can

hardly sleep at night. Will I stay up late watching the

cable talking heads or will I choose to spend that time

writing?

Hobbies are a temptation, always. Right now I

have about 137 different quilts IÕd like to sew, and Kris

at the quilt shop has promised to let me know when

the next appliquŽ class is scheduled. (I am dying,

simply dying, to learn appliquŽ.) What will happen the

night itÕs 11:50 p.m., IÕm 10 minutes away from

finishing a quilt block, but I suddenly realize I havenÕt

completed my 10 minutes of writing? WeÕll see.

But to help the writers and aspiring writers among

our readers, Newnan-Coweta Magazine is kicking off

the year with a writing contest. The rules are simple:

¥ Be a Coweta County resident.

¥ Include a Coweta County person, place or thing

in your writing.

¥ Your entry may be fiction or non-fiction, but it

canÕt exceed 1,500 words. (No poetry .) On the first

page, please list your name, address, phone number ,

e-mail address and title of entry . On the following

manuscript pages, please include only the name of the

entry . Mail entries to Newnan-Coweta Magazine

Writing Contest, P.O.

Box 1052, Newnan, GA,

30264.

¥ There is no age

requirement, but all

writing entries will be

judged together .

Employees and freelancers of The Times-Herald and

Newnan-Coweta Magazine are not eligible.

¥ Mail us a printed copy of your entry postmarked

no later than March 2, 2007.  Please keep a copy for

yourself, as entries wonÕt be returned.

A panel of judges will decide the winners. First

place wins $100 and publication in the May/June issue

of the magazine. Second place wins $50 and

publication on the magazineÕs Web site. Third place

wins $25 and publication on the Web site.

Meanwhile, I think IÕll get a head start on my own

writing for 2007. IÕve long had a theory that my writing

would benefit from finding the perfect pen to write

with. I tend to prefer cheap and cheesy ones over the

more expensive models IÕve had. My current favorite?

This Titanic pen purchased from the gift shop at

ÒTitanic: The Artifact ExhibitÓ at the Civic Center (see

Day Trip story on page 94).

Happy writing, yÕall!
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