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caught sidht of the
yadstick in the corner,
taunting me Do you
measeup?

Newsthat a high sdool
classmae had marriedwasin my
hand. The ultra-swcaesstl sports
journdist guy. | was proud of him
and thrilled that hefinaly married
hislong-time sreethearWe usel to
h aeablast together, co-editing our
high sthool newspapeBSowhy did |
suddenly fed soinadequate?

| told The Stick to shut up.
After dl, | ressaned, youle justa
stupid piece of sanething that®not
e\ red wood.

On theoontary; it replied | am
somud more.

The Stck exigsto messue
things, though by itsve 1y nature it
is confusing, beng afour-foot
yadstick. Not that it hasmeaued
much since it came home with us
years ago, athank-you gift from a
furnituegore in which we bought
nothing.

ThatSnot to sa it hasrDbeen
used.
Whenour family was
realing Orhe HobbiGdoud,
it was Bilba®walking stick,
among other things. Our
10-yar-old donneda
cape, bade his siger ard
. brother follow him, and
: led them on an adventue
" thelikesof which have
new beensenin
Middle-classAmeica. By

U
5 6

. OOK

turns The Stick was anarrow
bridge over which the ponies could
not cross, atreachews path
through goblin-infeged mountains,
and thewizard Gandal®
enchanted saff.

Last sunmer, when ecitement
ove the sixh Hariy Potter book was
a itspe&, The Stick wasa Firebolt
racing for the Golden Shitch and
Emory was Harly a hisQuidditch-
playing finest Our ddestédismwe y
of Robin Hood sparked many a
battle against the evl Prince ohr®
goons,with The Stick in dud roles
as Little ohrSstaff and Robir®bow

All things bdlet dsohave
involed The Stck. It is 6-year-old
Savanna®sage, her curtain, her
patner and herbare. Whenshe
nealsadonetime it dsois herline
for her brothers not to crossat
seriousrisk to lifeand limb.

For our 5-yer-old, TheSick
means sde distance from thelions
he hopesto tame, diredion for the
boa he guidesthrough the swamp
on dligator hunts, and a saurce of
water with which to exinguish
dangeusfires.Aherasowentured
briefly into theworld of knightly
jousting with The Stick, but a
couple of scrapes sanetears, and
the oacasianal @ wasrDEVEN ready
yetOfrom his opponerts son put
an erd to tha.

Older ard more pragmatic, Gaty
and | usudly resereour timeswith
The Siick for coaing rubber bals,
toy cas, doll shoesand cheving
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gum out of hard-to-ech aress, but
weonce used The Stick to wrangle a
mammoth black spder out of his
hidey-hole. We extinguishedthe
spderwith a heavy dictionary and
alloved ourseles one giant heaving
shulder eah.

Back in the present, | stuck out
my tongue a The Stck in the
cornerlt had provel its point. But
wha were my ambitions back
when David and | were goofing off
with theres of the kidsin
journdism class and how did | get
sofar off track?

Le®se: At first, | wasgoingto
beabasddl player Wait, that was
after | wasgoing to bedadys
Knight E but then, | was going to
win aPulita Priz Then | just
wanted to write sports. ForeverOh,
walt, | wantedto befamousand
rich, thank-you-vey-much!

Sol guessThe Stick and | have
alot in comnmon. Netherof our
livesturned out like anyone
expected. The Stik wassupposel to
measebig Suff, and | was
sypposel to accomplish big stuff.
Instexd, 1@ justamom.

Justamom.

O @ the contrary,Ol tel myséf
and The Stick. @ am somuch
more.O

DonnaPattow, in Becoming
aVessl God Can Use,Owrites
that everyone has lived a perfect
life Bfor them. | guess now isas
good atime as any to reconcile
the person | was going to be with

the person | became.

Do | messue up?

| havertravded with Bilbo,
flown with Hariy or fought
vaiantly or otherwise with Robin
and his band of merry men. |
haer®danced Orhe Seeping
Beaut@in a stunning pink tutu or
tamed aferociouslion. | wasrDthe
one who broke the story of Cd
Ripken Jr@retiement (tha was
David), | didn®interview the
presidert of the United Sates
(David) and 1@e never been an
expetrpaneiston NPR (David
again).

I@n awife, and amother. |
sympatheand encourage when my
husband has ahard day at work. |

The! Stick!

launder clothing, dry teas, manage
the housénold budget, pre p ae
medls and hdp navigate the tricky
waers of fourth-grade math and
firg-gradereading. | am an expert
in, Ores,you haveto bathe ALL of
your parts before you get out of the
tuhOand ONo, brushingjustthe
front of your teeth for two minutes
doesNOT count.O

Who knowsT heemay bea
day whentherearush on my type
of expettisefor NPR.IQlhaveto
resetmy voice mail thenfor the
flurry of cals|@ sueto receive,
begging me to paticipate in a pand
discussion.

The Stick and | will bewaiting,
to shav how | meaure up. NCM

was!supposed

to! measure! big! stuff,

and! I! was!supposed! to

accomplish!

Instead,!

just!

big! stuff.

1IOm!

al mom.
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